Diocese of Trenton Certificate in Catechesis

The Diocese of Trenton has instituted a program designed to equip those who
share and pass on our Catholic Faith to children. This diocesan Certificate in
Catechesis program provides basic instructional tools in the areas of Theology
and Methodology to enable catechists to communicate and minister effectively.

All Catechists need to obtain their diocesan Certificate in Catechesis. Those with
full certification under a prior diocesan program have fulfilled this requirement but
are invited to update their skills and share their experience. However, we strongly
encourage all who are involved in Religious Formation to use this program to
deepen their knowledge and understanding of our Faith and energize their actions.

The Tucology coiiponent is completed online. There are two methods. The
Notre Dame STEP: Core Course is offered at various times during the year.
The alternative is My Catholic Faith Delivered, available continuously 24/7.
A comparison chart (Attachment A) has additional information on how these
programs operate. Qur parish will reimburse the tuition fee upon successful
completion of either program.

The Art of Teaching Catechesis (methodology component) is a set of three
guided group discussions held periodically at our parish. They explore the
practical aspects of how to share and pass on our Catholic faith to students. Each
two-hour session explores topics relating to spirituality, methods and resources,
class management, and parish procedures. These sessions are an invaluable
resource for new catechists as well as a great refresher for current catechists.
Please call the RF Office to learn the dates of the next scheduled sessions.

The Theology and Methodology components may be pursued at the same time or
separately.

As a first step toward your Certificate in Catechesis, complete the diocesan
application (Attachment B) to indicate the process you plan to pursue, especially
regarding the theology component. Then, return the completed application to
the RF Office at the Rectory.



Attachment A

Diocese of Trenton
Certificate in Catechesis

Comparison Chart -
Theology component alternatives

My Catholic Faith Delivered

Notre Dame STEP: Core Course
(Introduction to the Catholic Faith)

Based on 4 pillars of the Catechism
plus an additional module on
Scripture by Matthew Kelly

Based on 4 pillars of the Catechism

44 session program, 5 modules,
available online 24/7

7 week scheduled course,
Distance learning online

30-40 contact hours,
depends on pace of user

35 contact hours

Sessions are independent of other users

Participation in a class with other users

Pre- and post-session quizzes

Participation in chat room, blog entry

All progress and completion visible

Completion notification sent

Cost*: initial - $90 but $45 reimbursed
by diocese upon completion

Cost*: $49.50

@www.trentoncatechist.com

@http://step.nd.edu

*St, Isaac Jogues Parish will reimburse the tuition fee upon successful completion

of either program.







